
 

 
 

The C.A.P.E.S page serves as a supplemental resource to personalize your learning.  
Free materials are linked for your consideration to support the implementation of current and 

controversial issue discussions.  
 

Creating a Climate for Students to L.E.A.D. 

DESCRIPTION 
 

• Students critically think about issues related 
to identity and community to help them 
assess possible biases that could impact their 
understanding of self and others. 

• Students are clear on ground rules that reflect 
key principles of inclusive and reflective civic 
spaces. Ideally, student voice should be 
included in building or clarifying norms. 

• Students are clear on how they will be 
assessed and ideally, participate in defining 
proficiency, allowing for multiple ways to 
express and enrich learning. 

• Students reflect on how their lived 
experiences impact their attitudes towards 
the informed action initiative. 

• Student reflection occurs before, during, and 
after the informed action.  

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 

• Identity, Community, and Biases 
o Confirmation and Other Biases, from Facing 

History and Ourselves  
o Classroom Culture, from Learning for 

Justice 
o Reflection: What is your FRAME?, from 

Learning for Justice 
o Project Implicit, from Harvard University  
o Icebreakers that Rock, from Cult of 

Pedagogy 
o 10 Powerful Community-Building Ideas, 

from Edutopia 
o Peel the Fruit, from Project Zero  

• Engaging Student Voice in Building Norms 
o Civil Discourse in the Classroom, from 

Learning for Justice 
o Do you REALLY want to hang that poster?, 

from Illinois Civics Hub 
o Facing History and Ourselves 

 Class Contracting 
 Fostering Civil Discourse 
 8 Components of a Reflective 

Classroom 

• Engaging Student Voice in Creating Rubrics 
o Involving Students in Creating Assessment, 

from Galileo Educational Network 
o Co-Creating Success Criteria with Students, 

from Cult of Pedagogy 
o Know Your Terms, Holistic, Analytic and 

Single-Point Rubrics, from Cult of Pedagogy 

  

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/facing-ferguson-news-literacy-digital-age/confirmation-and-other-biases
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/publications/critical-practices-for-antibias-education/classroom-culture
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/reflection-whats-your-frame
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/classroom-icebreakers/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/10-powerful-community-building-ideas
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/peel-the-fruit
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/civil-discourse-in-the-classroom
http://illinoiscivics.blogspot.com/2019/07/do-you-really-want-to-hang-that-poster.html
https://www.facinghistory.org/professional-development/ondemand/contracting
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/fostering-civil-discourse-guide-classroom-conversations
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/8-components-of-a-reflective-classroom
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/8-components-of-a-reflective-classroom
https://inquiry.galileo.org/ch3/involving-students-in-creating-assessment/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/co-constructing-success-criteria/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/holistic-analytic-single-point-rubrics/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/holistic-analytic-single-point-rubrics/


 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 
 

• Students can identify the essential and 
supporting questions related to the informed 
action. 

• Students can identify the learning objectives 
(disciplinary content and/or skill) to be employed 
in the informed action. 

• The student analyzes appropriate materials to 
acquire the background information necessary 
to take informed action. 

• Students identify and practice the pertinent civic 
dispositions and processes inherent in the 
informed action.  

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 

• Tools for Differentiation 
o Rewordify.com 
o Text to Speech Reader 
o Talking Points 
o Read Aloud: A Text to Speech Voice Reader 
o Announcify 
o Voice in Voice Typing 
o Dyslexia Friendly 

• Resources to Create Essential Questions 
o What are Essential Questions?, from The 

Second Principle 
o Questions about Questions, from Grant 

Wiggins 
o Teaching Teachers and Students to Ask Big 

Questions, from SSChat 
o A Giant List of Really Good Questions, From 

Teach Thought 

• Engaging Student Voice in Creating Questions 
o The Question Formulation Technique, from 

Right Question Institute 
o The Q Matrix, from Howard Gardner’s Multiple 

Intelligences 
o Visible Thinking, from Project Zero 

 See-Think-Wonder 
 Think-Puzzle-Explore 
 Slides of Visible Thinking Routines, 

from Dr. Caitlyn Tucker 

• Resources to Build Background Information 
for Informed Action through Service Learning  

o Student Government Affairs Program 
o All Sides  
o Illinois Civics Hub Lesson Plans 
o The Choices Program 
o National Issues Forums 
o Street Law Deliberations 
o KQED – Above the Noise  

 
  

https://rewordify.com/
https://ttsreader.com/?fbclid=IwAR3r3Aj2OukEviIncmj6e1iovzcW9XAEvrx2pHpOSrq6Fnvlt8nK3rOv5uE
https://talkingpts.org/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/announcify/mmiolkcfamcbpoandjpnefiegkcpeoan
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/voice-in-voice-typing/pjnefijmagpdjfhhkpljicbbpicelgko
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/dyslexia-friendly/miepjgfkkommhllbbjaedffcpkncboeo
https://thesecondprinciple.com/essential-teaching-skills/essential-questions/
https://grantwiggins.wordpress.com/2014/12/08/questions-about-questions-ncss-and-ubd/
https://wakelet.com/wake/497df5e2-8aaa-4a1c-ba45-561040a0aa0a
https://wakelet.com/wake/497df5e2-8aaa-4a1c-ba45-561040a0aa0a
https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/examples-of-essential-questions/?fbclid=IwAR1n5BiT6_EgbI_sBf9ll1WGmqTkjUtppt_3ydxwJT5nsKhohg7yiaDFdag
https://rightquestion.org/education/
https://edcr3332015gardnersmultipleintelligences.weebly.com/the-question-matrix.html
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/see-think-wonder
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/think-puzzle-explore
https://catlintucker.com/2020/09/online-learning-thinking-routines/
https://sgap.org/
https://sgap.org/
https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
https://www.illinoiscivics.org/supplemental-materials/lesson-plans/
https://www.choices.edu/
https://www.nifi.org/
https://store.streetlaw.org/deliberations/
https://www.kqed.org/education/collection/above-the-noise


 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 
 

• Students engage with others to build coalitions 
and collect information to explore the multiple 
needs, motivations, and perspectives of the 
community. 

• Students explore possible informed actions and 
employ democratic processes to evaluate 
appropriate actions. 

• Students engage appropriate allies to build 
coalitions necessary in the informed action. 

• Students explore and anticipate challenges to 
the informed action and prepare possible 
responses.  

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 
 

• Collecting Information 
o Participatory Asset Mapping, from Community 

Science 
o Community Mapping for Youth, from 

generationOn 
o Civic Literacy Understanding and Identifying 

Misinformation, from Civic Education Research 
Group   

o Writing Good Survey Questions, from 
ReadThinkWrite 

o Polling Lesson Plans and Activities, from 
Roper Center for Public Opinion Research 

o Tips for Effective Interviews, from StoryCorps 

• Types of Informed Action through Service 
Learning 

o Four Types of Action, from Learning to Give 
o Six Types of Service Learning, from Boise 

State University 

• Exploring Options 
o Blue Sky Envisioning Activity, from Learning to 

Give  
o Youth Interest Inventory, from generationOn 
o Series Educating for Democracy in the Digital 

Age: Encouraging Students to Take Action, 
from The Learning Channel 

o Iceberg Diagrams, from Facing History and 
Ourselves  

o 5 Whys Technique Video, from ASQ TV 
o IPARADE Resources, from generationOn  

  

https://communityscience.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AssetMappingToolkit.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/generationon-production/media/uploaded-files/IPARDE-community_mapping_for_youth.pdf
https://vimeo.com/407489025
https://vimeo.com/407489025
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/question-writing-good-survey
https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/learn/classroom-materials
https://storycorps.org/discover/education/lesson-tips-for-effective-interviews/
https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/four-types-service-action
https://www.boisestate.edu/servicelearning/agencies/new-to-sl/six-types-of-sl/
https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/blue-sky-envisioning-activity
https://s3.amazonaws.com/generationon-production/media/uploaded-files/IPARDE-youth_interest_inventory.pdf
https://learn.teachingchannel.com/video/prepare-civic-engagement-edda?__hstc=37506751.510d7508fc04129a91fbbdecc33a6dd3.1593269046832.1593269046832.1593269046832.1&__hssc=37506751.5.1593269046833&__hsfp=611629719
https://learn.teachingchannel.com/video/prepare-civic-engagement-edda?__hstc=37506751.510d7508fc04129a91fbbdecc33a6dd3.1593269046832.1593269046832.1593269046832.1&__hssc=37506751.5.1593269046833&__hsfp=611629719
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/iceberg-diagrams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEQvq99PZwo
https://www.generationon.org/page/iparde-resources


 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 
 

• Students identify and employ systemic supports 
to take informed action. 

• Students employ appropriate norms of 
participation throughout the informed action. 

• Students identify and employ appropriate means 
of communication to engage others in the 
informed action (oral, digital, written, visual, 
other).  

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 
 

• National Youth Leadership Council 

• The Our American Voice Institute 

• Civic Action Project 

• Mikva Challenge  

•  WE.org 

• Project Citizen 

• The Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center 

• National Geographic Geo-Inquiry 

• National Action Civics Collaborative 

• Empowering Youth for Positive Change  

• Educating for Democracy Deep Dive 

• StoryCorps  

 
  

https://www.nylc.org/?
https://www.nylc.org/?
https://ouramericanvoice.org/about/
https://crfcap.org/
https://mikvachallenge.org/
https://www.we.org/en-US/our-work/we-schools/we-schools-campaigns-and-curriculum/service-learning-campaigns/
https://www.civiced.org/project-citizen
https://www.ilholocaustmuseum.org/current-exhibitions/take-a-stand-center/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/programs/geo-inquiry/
http://actioncivicscollaborative.org/resources/
https://eypc.cprd.illinois.edu/
https://learn.teachingchannel.com/ed4democracy
https://storycorps.org/participate/


 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 
 

• Students can articulate how the informed action 
experience relates to the learning objectives, 
both skill, and content. 

• Students identify areas of personal improvement 
for future actions. 

• Students use the informed action experience to 
identify areas of future systemic change with 
democratic institutions and processes explored. 

• Students extend learning by creating additional 
essential and supporting questions to extend the 
inquiry and inform future action.  

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 
 

• Reflection Strategies 
o 15 Ways to Spark Reflection in Your College 

Classroom 
o Service Learning Reflection Activities, from 

generationOn 
o Reflection and Action for Civic Participation, 

from Facing History and Ourselves  
o Big Paper: Building a Silent Conversation, 

from Facing History and Ourselves 
o Reflective Writing and Thinking, from UTM 

Experiential Education Office  
o Visible Thinking Routine Toolbox, from Project 

Zero  
o Slides of Visible Thinking Routines, from Dr. 

Caitlyn Tucker 

• Formative Assessment Ideas to Assess 
Student Growth 

o 56 Different Examples of Formative 
Assessment, from David Wees, New Visions 
for Public Schools 

o 53 Ways to Check for Understanding, from 
Edutopia 

o Tools for Formative Assessment 
o 75 Tools to Improve Student Learning, 

compiled by Stefanie Wager 

• Engaging Student Voice in Creating 
Questions 

o The Question Formulation Technique, from 
the Right Question Institute  

o The Q-Matrix, from Gardner’s Multiple 
Intelligences  

 

https://www.nureva.com/blog/education/15-ways-to-spark-student-reflection-in-your-classroom
https://www.nureva.com/blog/education/15-ways-to-spark-student-reflection-in-your-classroom
https://s3.amazonaws.com/generationon-production/media/uploaded-files/IPARDE-service-learning_reflection_activities_0.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/democracy-and-us/reflection-and-action-civic-participation
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/big-paper-silent-conversation
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/experience/sites/files/experience/public/shared/pdfs/Students%20-%20Reflective%20Writing%20and%20Thinking.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
https://catlintucker.com/2020/09/online-learning-thinking-routines/
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/56%20Different%20Examples%20of%20Formative%20Assessment.pdf?id=5887e207aadebe16205a25dd
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/56%20Different%20Examples%20of%20Formative%20Assessment.pdf?id=5887e207aadebe16205a25dd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-ctuIFFr22SkYtS_WL8xUPnnDev_GGpt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17d8f2jPe8xiXlwaEecPgyy1KoDH3Gcg3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-RrT45QGXWZkZ_gvB_NOrpk5O6PVBoTl/view
https://rightquestion.org/education/
https://edcr3332015gardnersmultipleintelligences.weebly.com/the-question-matrix.html

